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| am trying, very hard, to keep calm this morning having read the following article on
the front of the Sunday Telegraph:

Starmer:
will slash
‘nonsense’

bureaucrac
in the NHS
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SIR EEIR STARMER has vowed to slash
“mind-boggling” NHS bureaucracy as
he s d the s e must either “reform

The Labour leader cautioned th
“well-meaning reverence” for t
health service has “supplanted reality”,
adding that it must not be seen as “off-
lirmits icism.
stlined a series of reforms that a
Labour government would bring in,
which include allowing patients to
bypass G Lo make self-r Tals 1o spe-
cialists as well as gradually turning fam-
ily doctors into direct NHS employees.
It is the first time: Sir Keir has publicly
backed the proposals, previously
muoated by Wes Streeting, the shadow
health secreta
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His remarks - which will be

break from Labour's fraditional venera-
tion of the NHS - come as nurses pre-
pare for a fresh round of strikes on
Wednesday and Thursday of this week.
ir Keir also outlined Labour's plans
crack c!m\ n on the “bureavera
sense” that patients encounter
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and the number of patients being
treated in corridors and ambulances,
Heart-att victims were left wait-
ing an average of 80 minutes for an
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ambulance last month
ing times on record
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alone won't be enough’
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has made cutting down NI
list times one of his key prio;
Prime Minister.

Last Downing
announced plans for s
of his “virtual wards®
ehiy patients are treate
rts to free up hospital beds,

aid Mr Sunak's prom
to get wailing lists down is merely
the “path of i md
“stale route to further decline” of the
health service

S0 how the model of using
doctors as the only “front door” of the
NHS isno longer viable as younger doc-
tors are increasingly put ofl from taking
on the “burdens and labilities™ of run:
ning GP practices,

Currently, GPs are self-employed and
run their own practices under contracts
awarded by the NHS. Sir Keir wants lo
gradually wind this down and make GPs
direct employees of the NHS.

“It's Lime for us Lo think aboul a new,
sustainable system, one that allows GPs
tor focus on caring for patients rathe
than the admin that comes with effec
ely running a small busines:

*This would be a big chang
waon’t happen overnight. But I am 2
pragmatist, focused on what works fio
paticnts. As GPs retire and those con
tracts are handed back, I want to phase
in a new system that sees GPs fairly
rewarded within the NS, working
much more closely with other parts of
the system.”
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It is very apparent that Labour is intent on pursuing its anti-doctor, anti-NHS, agenda.

It is also very apparent that Labour is intent on putting itself in the place that David
Cameron was in after 2010, as the party of austerity intent on appealing to the
middle-class, Torygraph reading voter who hates the state and all it can do for us, as
leading Labour politicians so now very obviously do as well. Why else promote ideas
behind that far-right newspaper’s paywall?

And what is also clear is that Starmer is as utterly incompetent as Wes Streeting when
it comes to this issue. | have already discussed this article with a doctor this morning
(it helps to be married to one) but | will quote other doctors who share her view,
including Rachel Clarke:

Rachel Clarke &
Yy @doctor_oxford

Persistent back pain could be caused by metastatic
cancer, multiple myeloma, bacterial discitis,
osteoporosis, tuberculosis, spinal cord compression,
multiple sclerosis.

But yes, @Keir_Starmer, let’s fix the NHS by binning
GPs & their poxy skills at triage. Who needs them?

Sir Keir also outlined Labour’s plans
to crack down on the "bureaucratic
nonsense” that patients encounter
every day in the health service,

“Why can’t people with persistent
back problems self-refer to physio?” he
said. “Why, if you notice bleeding, do
vou have to get a GP appointment, sim-
ply to get the tests that you then do
voursell at home?

7:42 AM - Jan 15, 2023 - 25.2K Views

So why would Starmer do this? Because the private medical sector hates GPs, of
course, because they are so bad for its business model. That is precisely because one
of the most basic tasks of a GP is to protect people from unnecessary medical
interventions at best (i.e. if they are actually well), and to direct them to the ones that
are really needed, so eliminating unnecessary duplication if things are at their worst
(i.e. when there may be something wrong).

But, along with Rachel Clarke, | agree the NHS needs reform. Most of all, people need to
avoid it. Right now GP appointments are running at double the number that they were
only a couple of decades ago. So let's start with the reform that is really required -
which is the one needed to keep people away from doctors in the first place As Dr Philip
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Hammond has said on this:

Dr Phil Hammond W0 &
b @drphi hammond

The NHS is the endpoint of most health problems, &
delays can make them worse, but it is not the cause of
them. Health is largely socially determined. To fix
healthcare, we need to fix housing, heating, nutrition,
sleep, stress, cruelty, education, exercise, isolation
and poverty

5:22 PM - Jan 13, 2023 - 263.7K Views
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He could have added air quality too. That is the most pressing need when so many
people are now in hospital because of respiratory diseases that are avoidable with
masks and measures to improve air quality which could have a massive impact on
health, just as improving water quality did in the 19th century. But Labour won't talk
about that: it is far too right-wing libertarian to discuss issues such as public health.
Only meeting consumer demand concerns it. And, of course, it is refusing to open its
chequebook.

Nor will it talk about the bureaucracy that really needs to be removed from the NHS.
That would involve eliminating every hospital and ambulance trust and all the
commissioning groups, each with their own massively expensive and duplicated
systems, standards, rules and accounting and reporting requirements as well as quite
unnecessarily expensive management. Simply replace the lot with accountable regional
integrated health authorities covering all health and social care in significant
geographic areas. That's where the reform of the NHS is required. But of course, that
would make it harder for the private sector to get their hands on the service, so
Starmer and Streeting aren't going there.

| have spent thirteen years now opposing neoliberal Tories who have moved ever
further right, and are now neo-fascist, as Suella Braverman makes clear by her
comments, time and again.

But now | have to face the prospect of a Labour government that is both utterly
incompetent, as Starmer's comments noted above prove, but also wilfully negligent in
its responsibility to its members and the people of this country in abandoning anything
even close to a left-of-centre principle.

How much lower can politics in this country go?
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