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| have an article in the latest edition of Bylines Gazette - which features writing from the

growing number of regional Bylines publications around the UK:

AL by Richard Murphy

TE

There is a right-wing ohsession

with government waste and yet no
gevernment ever finds much because
most so-called waste 15 simply the
result of those inewitably imperfect
decisions that all organisations run by
human beings will sometimes make.

What the right wing never obsess
about is the waste that comes from
corruption. They don't even try ta
measure that, let alone address it,
even when it becomes apparent - as
it did when the pracurement of PPE
during the Covid crisis was clearly
corrupted for private gain.

The area where they pay least
attention of all to waste is in our tax
system. | have been looking at the
tax gap - the difference between the
tax likely to be due under our law and

the ta actually paid - since 2006,

My estimate of this gap has been as
high as £1200n a year, Since 2010,
when HM Revenue & Customs first
appraisad their own efficiency om

this issue, they have said the gap is
between £29bn and £38bn a year -

a range 5o small and urvaried that
statistically it is very unlikely to be true.
And, of course, it is not,

Firse, that's because the Revenue use
an incredibly narrow definition of

tax avoidance, meanng maost such
activity never appears in their data
Second, we have such lax company
administration in the UK that amypone
can undartake fraud, using a company
that never declares its income, and
can reasonably expect to get away
with it. This is ignored by HMRC, Third,

the Tories ignore the inefficiencies in
the design of the tax system itself, like
the fact we have no effective wealth

tax

The consequence is that maybe
hundreds of bilkons in tax, that could
LI'J'15f0|m our UCQI\QI\\Y and millions
of Ives, is not collected each year.
Could it be that the Conservatives
really do not want to collect this tax? It
is hard to find any other explanation.

BYLINES IS A NETWORK OF ONLINE NEWSPAPERS

We are built on citizen journalism, nurturing democracy by giving o voice to local people
ond holding our elected representatives to account.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Pam Taylor, Gillian Park, Katarzyna Paczkowska, Tony Lockyear, Rob Bater, Charlotte Morrow,
Dr John Carlisle, Kevin Meaney, Ann Forsaith, Bill Houghton, Nicholas Greaves, Peter Feenan, Tom Hayes,
Julie Brown, Sandy Martin, Jayson Winters, Richard Williams, Frances Cole, Melissa Johnson

We would like to name and thank every person who maokes o donation of £10 or more per month to the Bylines Netwark

1 youtd ke to see your narme here, you kiow what o da!

| think all the Bylines publications are part of a necessary and growing alternative form
of journalism, given how corrupted much of the mainstream is. You can subscribe here,
| do.
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