
Cool, calm answers are needed on how Labour will fund t...

Published: January 13, 2026, 2:45 am

I posted this reply to tweets Wes Streeting posted in response to the questions I posed
here yesterday on Twitter this morning. For those not familiar with Wes Streeting, he is
shadow Secretary of State for health and is widely tipped to be a future Labour leader:

This thread is a reply to @westreeting. He responded with a series of tweets to
comments I made yesterday. I am responding with a thread. If it appears to stop
midstream click the last one you can see and the rest will appear…….
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2022/11/09/cool-calm-answers-are-needed-on-how-labour-will-fund-the-nhs/
https://twitter.com/RichardJMurphy/status/1590251127765086208
https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2022/11/08/how-will-labour-fund-the-nhs-its-time-for-it-to-place-its-cards-face-up-on-the-table-because-nothing-adds-up-right-now/
https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2022/11/08/how-will-labour-fund-the-nhs-its-time-for-it-to-place-its-cards-face-up-on-the-table-because-nothing-adds-up-right-now/


First, it’s a shame you started by calling me hysterical when very clearly the questions
you responded to show that I am not. I attach the definition of being hysterical. I clearly
am not what you described me as. Might you drop the hyperbole?

Second, it’s a shame your tweets are really hard to follow as they do not form a thread,
which you could only have delivered by quote tweeting rather than replying to me. It’s
a trick worth learning.

Third, it’s also a shame that as far as I can see you have answered none of the points I
raised in the logical way I raised them. You have instead made up an answer to other
questions that you preferred. But let me answer your points anyway, and then I hope
you will answer mine.

Your first response tweet is attached to this one. This is the one where you repeated
that I am hysterical. I’d quietly suggest to you that feeling that there is no political party
that currently represents your political desires is not evidence of hysteria.
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Let me summarise those hopes that I think Labour does not address for me and very
many others:

- A hoped-for return to the EU - Restoring the free movement of people - Basing economics on a proper understanding of tax, money, borrowing and
government funding

- Restoring our public services - Properly paying our public servants and others so we do not have continual
employment crises in them - Properly tackling the climate crisis (£28bn is not enough) - Delivering PR

- Respecting the voluntary nature of the Union

- Respecting Labour’s membership, many of whom agree with me on many of these
issues but who are consistently ignored by you and the Labour leadership - Respecting trade unions and their rights

You might think it hysterical to disagree with you on these issues, but most people
(maybe half the country) feel as potentially politically unrepresented on these issues as
I do, so please don’t insult them as well as me by calling us names. Might we agree on
that?

And whilst doing so might you suggest who I and others might vote for since you refuse
to address these issues which are of massive concern to most who think themselves
anywhere on the left in this country and we’re concerned Labour totally ignores us?

Let’s move on to the second blog you referred to. If you think I was hysterical for
suggesting Keir Starmer’s comments about foreigners working in the NHS were
inappropriate can you explain why so many others also took offence? Look at what
@shelaghfogarty had to say, for example.

Let’s then move to your second tweet. I attach it so people can see what I am talking
about.

I am baffled because there is nothing here that differs from the 20th-century model of
the NHS. Prevention, tackling chronic disease, intervention and massive technological
adaptation. That’s what the NHS has always done. But you have said you want to move
on from that model.
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Or is it that what you were actually saying was that the 20th-century model of the NHS
was persistent underfunding leading to late diagnosis, delays etc? If so I’d remind you
that your own party had solved all that by 2010, with a good slug of government
spending.

So, is what you are now saying is that the spending on the NHS that got it in good
working order by 2010 was wrong and you now want to do something else? If so, what
is it? Please explain.

I now attach your third tweet. This suggests that there’s some policy decision made
here but not elsewhere to overspend on late-stage issues in the NHS at cost to primary
care and other issues. Tell me if I have got that wrong, but you certainly imply this is a
choice.

Except that’s not the choice. We just do not spend enough on healthcare. A quick
search suggested that in 2017 (before Covid) that in the G7 countries the USA spent
17.1% of GDP on healthcare, France 11.3%, Germany 11.2%, Japan 10.9%, Canada
10.7% and the UK spent 9.6%.

The undeniable reality is that if only we spent more we could do all the late-stage stuff
(like managing terminal care, as people are always going to die) as well as all the
prevention stuff needed to defer that for as long as possible, which you (and I) want.

It will simply cost more to do this. This is where the questions I asked you about money
came in. So let me go to your last tweet (attached). I agree there are broader issues. A
generous benefits system, great education, good housing, low unemployment, and
more all matter.

Page 4/5



They all also cost money, of course. But as I noted in my questions to you, the real
questions (given your self-imposed constraints) relate to how you will fund the extra
resources the NHS will need to deal with an ageing population.

You say Labour has learned it cannot spend more money. I disagree, but that’s not the
point. Instead, you say you can deliver everything the NHS does now and more (the
waiting list proves more is needed). I asked from the outset how you will do this. Might
you explain now, please?

And thanks for engaging, but can we now do so on the issues I actually raised as well as
those you have thrown in to which, in view of your rather abusive comments, I think
answers are needed?
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