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This is very good, so | thought | would share it:

.

Brian Bilston
@brian_bilston

Here’s a reworked version of Kipling’s famous poem.
It’s called ‘If (Boris Johnson Party Remix).

ALT

If (Boris Johnson Party Remix)

If you can get the job when all around you
Lies ravaged from what it is you've done;
If intellect and common sense confound you
And if integrity you have but none;
If you can lie and not be tired by lying,
And pretend you act for the public good,
But then leave the people to their dying
And say vou did, sadly, all you could:

If you can dream — of nothing more than power;
If you can think — but only of yourself;

If you believe this country”’s finest hour
Is when the chosen few can gain more wealth;

If you can flout the law with bluff and bluster
And not care whether you are believed,

Or deny with scorn every single blunder

And not care how many you may deceive:

If you can stir up hatred, fear and violence
To create division to suit your ends;
And answer cries for help with silence,
And then laugh about it with your friends:
If you can stretch this country to its limit
Or until it is you've had your fun,
Yours is this land and everything that’s in it,
And—as you wished—you’ll be PM, my son.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2022/10/23/if-brian-bilston/

| bought Brian's new collection yesterday. It was published this week.

Now | admit that as | own around 100 volumes of poetry | am probably not amongst the
average reading public, most of whom never go near the stuff, but Brian's work is about
as accessible as it gets, and his commentary on why he wrote each of the poems (366
of them, for each day of the year) is fascinating as well. | recommend it as bedtime

reading, if nothing else, and all with the ideas implicit in the above. Available from my
favourite bookseller,
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