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The painkillers seemed to kick in this afternoon, and so I wrote a Twitter thread, largely
inspired by the Tory leadership candidates:

Tory leadership candidates are all vying to shrink the state. Their assumption is a
private sector job is always better than a state sector job and must deliver more value
for society. But that’s not true….a short thread.

The vast majority of state sector jobs have high value added for society. There are the
classics, like nurses, teachers, police officers (by and large), and rubbish collectors. The
less obvious include the essential health and safety officials and tax inspectors.

Johnson and Sunak want 20% fewer public sector staff. My guess is that they think
public servants would add more value in the private sector. All the leadership
candidates seem to think the same way, Badenoch most of all.

So what could they do in the private sector? They could sell gambling, that is always
destructive of well-being. Or fast food, that virtually guarantees ill health. They might
instead create advertising, 95% of which has the sole intention of making us unhappy
with what we’ve got.

Alternatively, these new employees could prospect for more fossil fuels which if burnt
would likely end the chances of continuing human life on earth. Or they could develop
means of oppression to be used by dictators to control their populations.

More mundanely, they could sell tax abuse designed to undermine the revenues of
democratically elected governments. Or they could do audits very badly, as seems to
be the current pattern.

If they wanted to be more obviously offensive they could discharge shit into rivers and
the sea. Or they could run staff agencies to provide the services of vulnerable people to
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companies unwilling to commit to fair terms of employment.

Maybe they could instead work in a call centre to call you about making a claim for the
road traffic accident you never had. Or they might be a contractor employed to burn
PPE equipment bought for a fortune from the Tories’ dodgy mates and never fit for
purpose.

I think you’re beginning to get the idea now. I am not saying everything the private
sector does is wrong. It isn’t. But it is undeniably good at creating shit jobs, on shit
terms and conditions doing shit things that not only don’t need doing, but are harmful.

And all of this is to make a dodgy buck for businesses - who are easily the biggest tax
evaders in the country.

What the Tory leadership hopefuls want is to force people out of high-value creating
state sector jobs into yet more shit jobs that actually destroy value in the private
sector. This they say will create a more prosperous society.

But it won’t. We will have dramatically worse public services. Many people won’t be
able to work for lack of childcare, social care for relatives, or the relevant training.

Business will lose productivity as people are sicker. And a boom in private security
services is no alternative to proper law and order.

But, worse, without the people in government to check that businesses are complying
with required standards then there will literally be more shit jobs, and vastly more
metaphorically shit ones. And as tax cheating will rise honest business will go to the
wall.

This is what the Tory leadership wants but they’ve got this very wrong. The curse of low
productivity in the UK can be easily explained. Although all the things most people want
more of in this country can only be supplied by the state that state is refusing to take
that task on.

By refusing to take on more teachers, NHS staff, and so on, and to pay them enough,
the government is already forcing people out into low-paid, low productivity shit jobs in
the private sector.

And so long as the private sector knows the government is going to continue to force
more people in its direction it can afford to pay shit pay for those shit jobs, and invest
nothing to improve productivity.

That, in a nutshell, is why we’re a relatively poor country. We refuse to employ people
to do desperately needed value-added work in the state sector to guarantee a supply of
labour to those doing shit jobs with zero social value in the private sector.
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The answer is, of course, to reverse this. To do this we have to regulate the worst shit
jobs out of existence. Everything from cracking down on gambling, tobacco and abusive
advertising, to enforcing standards across the board plus making people pay tax will
help start that.

It does so by reversing the flow. Demanding the private sector do no harm (which I call
fair) would immediately release the people needed to fill the jobs that need to be done
in the state sector. Many taking those new jobs in that sector might be returners,
previously forced out.

And not only would we end vast ranges of social harm currently created by a private
sector that does not care about how it makes profit for a select few in society, we’d also
then meet the real need for vastly improved public services that cuts will very obviously
never solve.

Sure, we’d end up with a bigger state sector. But that’s what most countries richer than
us have. And we’d pay more tax. But actually, we’d also be earning more so let’s not be
surprised about that. And if public services worked who would mind the bill? Only the
small-minded.

Is this possible? Yes. But for it to happen we must have politicians who believe that
political power exists to make things better. Instead right now we have politicians who
positively want to make things worse (Tories) or maintain the status quo (the other
three large parties).

The political will and imagination to actually make the world better which drove the
post-war era is so absent from the politics of the centre and social democratic left now -
and yet that is precisely where it belongs.

The Tories are beyond hope, but surely other political parties should want something
like this? And if not, why not? ENDS

PS I realise I forgot to mention some state sector jobs that also need to go. These are
those of people running vast numbers of NHS trusts and education trusts. The NHS
could be run by relatively few regional integrated health authorities and education
should be at county level.

As it is vast numbers of people are being engaged in these trusts on high salaries to
undertake tasks that massively duplicate each other, wholly unnecessarily, and with
considerable accounting costs resulting.

These people need to be released for more productive use elsewhere – with a net gain
to society.
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