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Prof Danny Blanchflower and I had a brief Twitter exchange last night on the subject of
cancelling the planned national insurance increase, due in April, about which there is
some speculation in the media:
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I think that the view from the Mile End Road is clear and is that this increase is entirely
unnecessary.

The government is raising more revenue than it already expected this year. There is no
reason in that case for it to raise more.

There are also very clear indications coming from the Bank of England that the
quantitative easing program is to be put into reverse very soon. That is also the
clearest possible indication that the government does not need more funding when
over the last two years QE has almost exactly funded all government deficits, as data
from the New Economics Foundation shows:

There is in that case no reason for those on low pay to be asked to increase their
contribution to government funding.

As I noted, increasing the cost of labour can also only create additional problems in
recruiting the people that are needed by many businesses in the UK, so increasing
supply chain disruption and, in due course, inflation.

As Danny notes, there is something more fundamental in this, which is a deliberate
attempt to re-orientate returns in society through labour towards capital.

However looked at, this increase is not needed. Johnson might offer it up as red meat to
his backbenches, but the reality is that the Treasury were always wrong to demand this
increase which has nothing to do with the funding of the NHS or social care, and
everything to do with the imposition of austerity on those least able to afford it.
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