Funding the Future

eople think 8% of UK government spending is on MPs and..
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It is staggering how little people know about the UK economy. | noticed this chart is part
of the thread on Twitter yesterday:

How much does the g 1t spend public services?
Public perception of spanding v actual spending 2019/20
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Public pancaption: Thiniking sbaut e smount of morey th gowsimmest willspand on different things over the naxt fre s, what proporsion of the total do you think the
govammant wil spesd on sach of the fallowing seas? Source: Mans in Comman, Novembes 2021 [N = 20001

Actual spanding: Sourcs, IF5 Tax Tub. For Mot Zare Tigurs - Th GOC &7 Carbon Budget, curmant annusl figuns of appros. £10 bilion recommnded 1o rise b £50 bilkon by snd
of decade.

The research appears to be entirely genuine. What is staggering is the scale of
ignorance that it reveals. People are quite simply clueless as to what the government
spends its money on.

Amongst the extraordinary perceptions of the public belief that 8% of government
spending is on MPs salaries, when it is actually 0.01% and that just 11% is spent on
pensions,

The implication is almost more worrying: they think 650 MPs get almost two-thirds of
what all poensiOoners do, combined.

The overestimation of a great many other spends is also alarming. It's as if the
government scare machine might be working on everything from aid, to debt to next
zero.

The question is, how to address this?
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2021/12/07/people-think-8-of-uk-government-spending-is-on-mps-and-that-all-pensioners-share-just-11-of-government-spending-between-them/
https://twitter.com/luketryl/status/1467778968589901826?s=27
https://twitter.com/luketryl/status/1467778968589901826?s=27

