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This is near latest data on new Covid cases, comparing the UK and Europe, and using
data from the FT:

The UK is aberrational: remember the EU is five times the size of the UK in population
terms.

Throw in the USA, Australia and India for further comparison  and the UK experience is
even more peculiar:
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2021/07/05/the-uk-is-a-dangerous-experiment-that-is-a-threat-to-the-rest-of-the-world/
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https://ig.ft.com/coronavirus-chart/?areas=eur&amp;areas=gbr&amp;areasRegional=usny&amp;areasRegional=usnj&amp;areasRegional=usca&amp;areasRegional=usnd&amp;areasRegional=ussd&amp;areasRegional=usmi&amp;cumulative=0&amp;logScale=0&amp;per100K=1&amp;startDate=2020-03-01&amp;values=cases


Nothing about the UK experience of the delta variant of Cvid can be considered normal.

I accept that it is also true that hospitalisation rates are lower than at the beginning of
this year, and so too are death rates (thankfully). But there is no evidence that this
does not mean that there is substantial harm from this illness, still. People are seriously
ill with it, and significant numbers suffer long Covid effects.

Despite this very obvious fact the UK is choosing to be the outlier in its response to
Covid now. We are going to abandon all public health precautions, even though the
growth in case rates suggests that  there may be 70,000 cases a day by July 19. In
effect, the UK is choosing to be the Delta variant incubator for the world. And, given
that it is still the case that only 50% of the UK population is vaccinated (and many who
are now likely need a booster, which is so far unavailable) the likelihood that we are
also becoming a new variant incubator is very high indeed.

The obvious question to ask is why is this? The arrival of Sajid Javid is the obvious
explanation. Like Rishi Sunak, he comes from the far right of Tory politics. Like Sunak
he thinks the economy comes first. Like Sunak he does not understand economic
externalities. Like Sunak he thinks that the cost of Covid can be shifted from the
government to the public balance sheet by simply ending all interventions, including
those on public health and for those who suffer the economic consequences of being
sick. Like Sunak he believes that this will let the government balance its books. Like
Sunak he thinks this the government’s priority. And like Sunak, the reason for this belief
is naive ideology and not evidence.

I may of course be wrong, but this shift in the balance of power does not seem to be by
chance to me. I think the toppling of Hancock was planned, albeit he did not help
himself. Hancock had seen enough of the NHS to known Sunak and Javid are wrong: he
had to go as a result.

And in whose interests are Sunak and Javid working? It’s certainly not that of the people
of the UK: we are the guinea pigs who must get ill in their experiment.

It's also certainly not in the interests of the UK economy as a whole. Removing all
economic support for the economy at the time when another wave of Covid is being
deliberately unleashed on it does not make sense: business stress will very obviously
increase as a result. This is not a sound economic plan.

So who gains? As far as I can see two interests gain. One is the ideologue: finally, Ayn
Rand will have her day. That is what Javid, most especially, wants. We must suffer the
consequences of life without state support. That is Javid's plan. Life in the raw is to be
unleashed on us. He believes it for our own good that we must suffer.

And pharmaceutical companies gain. They are already guaranteed billions and maybe
trillions in profit from Covid as a result of vaccine manufacture. The US and EU have
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refused to open up vaccines for all, for free: market interests have already come first.
And now it seems that the aim is to make sure that new variants can develop. This will
perpetuate demand for vaccines as any possibility of controlling and effectively
containing Covid is abandoned. This then will create a demand for updated vaccines
when an elimination strategy would remove this source of profit for the pharmaceutical
companies.

So, we are to suffer the raw harshness of market-based logic so that some in that
market, with rights reinforced by the state, can profit unduly. I find it very hard to offer
any other explanation for what is about to happen in the UK.

What I hope is that the rest of the world realises this. I hope they call it out. I sincerely
hope that they isolate us, as would be the only rational reaction, starting with a block
on UK attendance at the Olympics, I would suggest. And then they might have a hope
of being protected from our insanity. But it would only be a small hope. We are literally
threatening the well-being of the world right now. And that is unforgivable.
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