Funding the Future

The government has gifted the reason for its own downfa...

Published: January 14, 2026, 6:38 pm

As | mentioned yesterday, | put out a series of questions relating to corruption on
Twitter over the last 24 hours. | retweeted the opening tweet four times during the day.
The polls are still open as | write (just) but by this morning more than 3,000 people had
voted, slightly to my surprise as | had not tried doing anything like this before.

| rather hoped that when designing the questions | was not too leading, but | have to
accept that my Twitter audience may not be representative of all of society.
Nonetheless, the overwhelming evidence of strong, and very consistent opinion on
some issues was clear indication of real concern. This was especially true when a
couple of questions were deliberately included in the hope of showing that consistency
was unlikely on all issues, which proved to be the case.

The opinion that our government is corrupt seems to be overwhelming:

‘ . Richard Murphy @RichardJMurphy - 21h
& J Replying to @RichardJMurphy
Do you think that there is growing evidence of corruption in the UK

government?
Yes 98.3%
No 0.8%
Not sure 0.7%
Too worried to say 0.2%

3,394 votes - 2 hours left
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‘s Richard Murphy @RichardJMurphy - 21h

If you think there is growing corruption who is most responsible?

The Prime Minister 86%
Other ministers 8.4%
The civil service 1.3%
Those seeking contracts 4.2%

2 664 votes - 2 hours left
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The consensus would appear to be that we have a corrupt government and that this is
the responsibility of the Prime Minister.

What seems to also be clear is that people think Covid 19 has been exploited to permit
corruption:

g . Richard Murphy @RichardJMurphy - 21h
; Do you think Covid 19 has increased the risk of corruption?

Yes T71%
No 2%
Not sure 1.7%
It's convenient cover 19.2%

2,735 votes - 2 hours left
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’ . Richard Murphy @RichardJMurphy - 21h
0 Who should hold the government to account if you think there is evidence

of growing corruption?

Parliament 37%
Labour, as the Opposition 1.6%
The media 13.7%
The police 377%

2,636 votes - 2 hours left

Q) s8 1 78 ) s3 A Il

g » Richard Murphy @RichardJMurphy - 21h
7 Are any of the organisations mentioned in the previous guestion doing a

good job in holding the government to account on corruption?

Yes 29%
No 92.7%
Not sure 4.2%
Too worried to say 0.2%

2,607 votes - 2 hours left
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That last statistic is worrying: people feel that too little is being done about corruption,
although there is a range of opinion on who should be acting.

Jo Maugham comes out of this well but most people do not think we should be relying
on crowd sourced law enforcement:

g » Richard Murphy @RichardJMurphy - 21h
Should we have to rely on organisations like Jolyon Maugham's Good Law

Project to hold the government to account?

Yes 4.9%
No 92%
Mot sure 31%

2,591 votes - 2 hours left

Q 10 1 76 O 60 i

. ) Pa%e 2/3
f » Richard Murphy @RichardJFlurphy - 21h
% y Do you think the Good Law Project is doing a good job?
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The question on whether corruption was to be found elsewhere got only half the
responses of the first question. There was no 'l don't see this problem elsewhere' box
because Twitter only allows four choices. | am reading the non-replies as saying that.

There is widespread agreement that the Opposition should be making a big deal of this:

£ . Richard Murphy @RichardJMurphy - 21h
% Should opposition political parties make a big issue of corruption?

Yes 98.6%
No 0.7%
Not sure 0.7%

2,724 votes - 2 hours left
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£ . Richard Murphy @RichardJMurphy - 21h
Might perceived corruption influence how you vote at the next general
election?

Yes 88.1%
No 9.2%
Not sure 2.6%

2,967 votes - 2 hours left
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Comments suggest that the 9.2% would never have vote Tory anyway.

So what does this say, given that | stress that this cannot be considered a
representative sample, although it may reflect opinion on what might broadly speaking
be considered to be the left of centre?

First, this is a big issue.
Second, people are fed up about it.
Third, it has the capacity to seriously hurt this government.

The suggestion that this government is anything but corrupt can, | think, be dropped
now. There is widespread belief that it is.

More than that, all political opponents of it should now be saying so, time and again,
most especially after yesterday’s government whipped vote against a proper inquiry
into the Greensill affair.

The government has gifted the reason for its own downfall to its opponents. Now they
should take advantage of it.
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