
We need activist lawyers. They are our protection from ...
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The Law Society tweeted this yesterday:

https://twitter.com/thelawsociety/status/1298930658698559488?s=21

It is now apparent that this claim by the government was not a ‘one off’. Note the
quotes in this tweet:

https://twitter.com/stand_for_all/status/1299227380209397760

That The Times is using the same language as the Home Office is not by chance: the
aim is to discredit those lawyers who are doing what we expect lawyers to do in in a
society that upholds the rule of law, which is to defend their clients’ rights as defined by
law.

To vilify those lawyers who are defending human rights that are enshrined in law is
deeply dangerous.

It suggests that the government sees lawyers as an enemy. That, of course, is part of
the route to fascism.

It suggests that some people do not deserve the rights the law provides to them, as
others do, but which only those others are entitled to enjoy. That, of course, is also part
of the route to fascism.

And it eventually says that only those who conform to the government’s expectations
 should think of practising law. Again, that is part of the route to fascism.

And I think that if we have a government that is clearly on the path to fascism we have
a duty to say so. So I am doing so.
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