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Vhat are the odds on coronavirus? Worse than most peopl..

Published: January 14, 2026, 3:16 pm

This comes from The Conversation this morning:

Lots of people strongly suspect they have had COVID-19, despite the fact that only
0.5% of the UK’s population has actually been diagnosed with it. Exactly how many
people have been infected is notoriously difficult to estimate, with antibody tests
suggesting it is no more than 5-10%. Until we know this number, it is hard to work out
the exact fatality rate of the disease. Many models suggest this is around 1%, but
models rely on certain assumptions, and often fail to take into account uncertainties in
the data and explanations for these. A new study has tried to account for inaccuracies

in antibody testing and death reporting and suggests that many more people have had
coronavirus than is being reported,

And this comes from the morning email from The Guardian:

In the United States, it is estimated that 20 million people have contracted the virus —
10 times more than the official count — according to the country’s disease control
agency. On Thursday, 27 states reported a rise in new cases while Texas has paused
the next phase of its reopening from lockdown. The famously Covid-sceptic Brazilian

president, Jair Bolsonaro, says that although he has tested negative multiple times he
may have had the disease after all. The country recorded almost 40,000 new cases

yesterday. Swedes are losing confidence in their government’s handling of the crisis,
The country has seen many more deaths than some other European neighbours after it
stuck to a light-touch lockdown policy.

Why highlight these two reports? Because they make it clear that we cannot be sure
what the true coronavirus death rate is.

What is certain is that we will not know for some time as yet. And when the data is
finally analysed it may we’ll be that the secondary deaths cause by coronavirus -
because people were not able to be treated for other conditions because hospitals were
so overwhelmed by coronavirus - may be as significant as coronavirus itself, meaning
that excess deaths could be much higher than those due to coronavirus.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2020/06/26/what-are-the-odds-on-coronavirus-worse-than-most-people-think-is-the-one-thing-we-can-say/
https://theconversationuk.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/r/DCF7FB76909AF45E2540EF23F30FEDED/1CCCDD7A3D0EB34C2C69F821C9DCC086
https://theconversationuk.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jktiyddd-hydytiiltu-t/
https://theconversationuk.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jktiyddd-hydytiiltu-t/
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/TBl-lE0k4WbTlFRn6v-lQXxTpTslqnvUsR2ofAkC00v0U_vgV9mxXjr0WLz22FKBOsQo2EDlNPCCWwtY-mu1HoUX709vY5mPoifWhzUj9UBvuWSpsxtQFxjNe2zBMcE5f_fM5lwkQl6HrG4yprMIhZBhoMPkXr1l_B9vF0n5hhC2ma4Z92HVodwClJEfubI-0RNi_a_eLhtl3y8e9aPBtcYmsLaPBkdZ79OF9WfkxY1mZR9un0UXGr5iEVRtGGhJF87oJib3k_FvnC5a2XTWPvbJKs1y5-KTN97tDt-wUVrECRWHp_OOo4i4QU50f2ec/32y/IO1yafu-QGyMYL4xDxT1TA/h11/me37Tc_f_YQasABLUwLDkJyECg8eMG5K0JMOYn8DKlA
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/TBl-lE0k4WbTlFRn6v-lQXxTpTslqnvUsR2ofAkC00tcNmDPI4KJ9dVC-VBsdri_SgbvoFvzdLak1zqTrfmk38eqqsqADdSu369mPdMlguC-fSlKFz0LKMj8GzUcp1m5M6r3ymWkmWxfFREOsm06H0dCfraP0DYkZ5W_uOh9qifclMGwFGWKqjnV42m8b-7S3Gg1_Pyc94FmJI2RANz9oryWJiCx0rQLkEcEZ3WFMh9IlwY-omQT0SaVkiCBeTK_DFiM1oyqVDAzzZmKymQmReqelTlBiMEB65AWFZf_JcCoRnpEQcS_cl9nY-_plXLdFgrSycuBY9ggSUn6dvBNrlbZCVCjhE47CuusybE1DjZ_KStC2gEyT3m2cDM0qZ_dxm8Smj23fbmVXggOLnH2XccuyP-co0wdmrmL6VCnOVPsmi-gsF5CeLCYahZaVdMb956qtJyZxWAMQtVyAi6bqI_W8xhS-o4hqAHhE2PTH5FNqKe9MSithEcKHH9djnfbu0jhx4PrHsLADpQ8pJi1vQ/32y/IO1yafu-QGyMYL4xDxT1TA/h12/n8pDm4jKI38rI8jCR8jJ_DUOgaPKpyS92SuyBCPvxXw
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/TBl-lE0k4WbTlFRn6v-lQXxTpTslqnvUsR2ofAkC00tcNmDPI4KJ9dVC-VBsdri_SgbvoFvzdLak1zqTrfmk38eqqsqADdSu369mPdMlguC-fSlKFz0LKMj8GzUcp1m5M6r3ymWkmWxfFREOsm06H0dCfraP0DYkZ5W_uOh9qifclMGwFGWKqjnV42m8b-7S3Gg1_Pyc94FmJI2RANz9oryWJiCx0rQLkEcEZ3WFMh9IlwY-omQT0SaVkiCBeTK_DFiM1oyqVDAzzZmKymQmReqelTlBiMEB65AWFZf_JcCoRnpEQcS_cl9nY-_plXLdFgrSycuBY9ggSUn6dvBNrlbZCVCjhE47CuusybE1DjZ_KStC2gEyT3m2cDM0qZ_dxm8Smj23fbmVXggOLnH2XccuyP-co0wdmrmL6VCnOVPsmi-gsF5CeLCYahZaVdMb956qtJyZxWAMQtVyAi6bqI_W8xhS-o4hqAHhE2PTH5FNqKe9MSithEcKHH9djnfbu0jhx4PrHsLADpQ8pJi1vQ/32y/IO1yafu-QGyMYL4xDxT1TA/h12/n8pDm4jKI38rI8jCR8jJ_DUOgaPKpyS92SuyBCPvxXw
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/TBl-lE0k4WbTlFRn6v-lQXxTpTslqnvUsR2ofAkC00vErWlgg3kLgR0fXRXLIVDYfA9Kjn4pq4Xg1doJPfJpxzOtlAE92symJ1Tkg6DVqvtd8vaWj6zcIR3g0LLHscdNEzo0xbWzQysjaWZ0EoOpw9CjrouXQydWMWhv7obK9_NElIcXqYmrNL_Tr7VUvHDralQCvpXy0m9oryKyt0xmMqcAdaYHRI7Epptjn90rH5nMNLDAvCtI8WlB3h400ab56JWWUuLVphu0c_F8iUJok0ArVP41S8O5e4p4rpFnPAHSRoBDB3clRuKfqm7BafYmwtPzIptiTGbs1toBiC0iqRLH0dxPn9UjoZsoW4amimA/32y/IO1yafu-QGyMYL4xDxT1TA/h13/4ptM1I5ULkgrsQsO-Ua0V_wmROcqA_M0qSJVY0GRY3E

Weigh the factors together and what do you get? The paper linked in the Conversation
suggests the infection rate is higher than thought - so maybe 10% in the U.K., which is
vastly higher than officially reported. But given that this means 6.5 million people have
had it, and the deaths are about 65,000 now, that would still imply a death rate of 1%,
which is what that paper suggests more likely to be true than the reported 1.4% in New
York, for example.

However, that still suggests that without a vaccine (which still sounds unlikely) that
another near 600,000 people could die earlier than they otherwise would in the UK
because of this. It would seem that this possibility is now little understood, either by
politicians permitting the end of lockdown or people on Bournemouth beach.

I’ve already suggested that the fat lady has not sung for coronavirus this morning: | am
keen that she gets the chance. | keep wondering what the prospect of that happening
is. It's lower than she might wish for, | strongly suspect. And that this is not appreciated
worries me, greatly.
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