Funding the Future

Constructive work

Published: January 13, 2026, 10:30 am

| liked this Tweet to which my attention was drawn this morning:

— Thread

Musa Okwonga & ~
@Okwonga

| was re-reading Dr. Martin Luther King's "Letter from
Birmingham Jail" and | was struck by this sentence:

"Seldom do | pause to answer criticism of my work and
ideas...If | sought to answer all the criticisms that cross
my desk...| would have no time for constructive work."
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Replying to @0Okwonga

Dr. King understood that you need to spend as much time as you can
creating the work that sets the agenda. It doesn't matter how furiously
people oppose you. It's still your agenda that everyone is talking about.

swap.stanford.edu/20141218230016...

He's still teaching us, 57 years later.
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That is so true.

And on that score, might | apologise for some things appearing to be missing on the
blog right now?

| know | promised more Mythbusters.

And Tax After Coronavirus (TACs) is quiet.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2020/06/19/constructive-work/
https://twitter.com/Okwonga/status/1273885498310905856

So are some issues to do with sustainable cost accounting.
And | intended to publish more tax data.

| haven't because | have been working like fury to finish a submission on reports to the
UK government and a report for the Global Initiative for Financial Transparency on what
we're calling a Tax Transparency Standard.

In all | think | have written at least 25,000 words (maybe more; certainly not less) in the
last week: there were more than 6,000 yesterday. And there are only so many | can do
in a day.

Both these pieces of work will be delivered by the end of next week for all practical
purposes. Then other issues on the blog will get more attention again, not least
because after these two there are no other looming deadlines. Such is the state of play
right now.

Please accept my apologies. | am finite. It's very annoying.
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