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The Scottish Parliament debated its second Coronavirus Bill yesterday. It was a heated
debate, but I am only concerned with two amendments, which were numbers 93 and
94, both proposed by Patrick Harvie, the co-leader of the Greens in Scotland.

Amendment 93 sought to deny bailout funds to companies located in tax havens. It
passed, having been worked on jointly for a week or so with the SNP.

Amendment 94 required that companies receiving bailout funds publish
country-by-country reports so that it could be ensured that they were not operating in
tax havens.

The acrimony of the day, which saw the SNP and Tories aligning on most measures, was
reflected on this issue where the voting was as follows:
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The same party lines were followed yesterday to vote through many measures that
were quite oppressive.

It was not the SNP's finest hour, not least because they voted directly against their own
tax policy which says:

We want the UK government to take much tougher action on tax avoidance, including:

* a moratorium and review of the closure of HMRC offices in Scotland and across the
UK;

* a full and immediate response to the review into Scottish Limited Partnerships;

* enhanced protection for whistle blowers exposing tax criminality;

* simplifying the UK tax code to close exploitative loopholes such as the Mayfair
Loophole;

* action to make the beneficial ownership of companies and trusts public;

* further measures to improve the transparency of tax paid by major
international companies; and

* new action to tackle international tax avoidance.

If the UK government is unwilling to take the action that is required, they should
devolve the powers required to the Scottish Parliament so we can act.

I have highlighted the relevant parts they ignored yesterday.
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