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One of the issues that is becoming very apparent in recent weeks and months is how
hungry people coming here are for data and reliable opinion upon the economy.

I stress, I do not think I am the sole repository of this: one of the great things about this
blog now is the number of well-informed comments it attracts that makes it, unlike
almost every other blog I know, worth reading below the line.

To assist this process, and to assist my own research I have decided to start pulling
together my own research and to assemble it on the Tax Research Wiki.

I am making a first contribution this morning. I have for many years been collecting the
data that has been published by the Treasury each year in budget publications that
summarises forecast income and expenditure in pie chart form. They have been doing
this since the turn of the century but finding that information is now pretty hard. So I
have decided to publish the data.

Budget forecasts do not, of course, indicate outcomes. The forecasts for 2008 / 09 and
(no doubt) 2020 / 21 are proof of that. Nonetheless, the data is useful as a way of
seeing how government priorities have changed over the years.

Further documentation will be produced to indicate what they might suggest as to
those changing priorities and will be published in due course.

And I stress, for those who want summaries in Excel and chart formats, they will be
coming soon.

This is an indication of what is on offer, This is the pie chart of total income for 2003/04:
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And this is the same data for 2020/21 (which will not turn out as forecast):

All this data will be brought together on the wiki as it is published.
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