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There is much discussion in the media on Johnson's proposed bridge to Ireland. The
focus is on whether it's affordable. Or feasible. Or will achieve any economic objectives.
And on how it might only unite two parts of the UK that are likely to leave it.

All of these issues are important. They need to be debated. But I suggest that this is not
why Johnson is so keen on the bridge. Last year I published an extract from a report on
the Finance Curse by John Christensen and Nick Shaxson. In it they had a chart showing
how a Scottish police academy was funded. And what that showed was that this
apparently local facility was, as a result of the funding arrangements, guaranteed to
suck money out of the Scottish economy and towards the City of London and its tax
haven branch offices. That is because of the ownership and financing structure, which
looked like this:
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2020/02/12/how-johnsons-bridge-to-ireland-would-work-for-the-benefit-of-the-city-of-london/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/feb/11/hopes-rise-bridge-linking-scotland-northern-ireland
https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2019/08/16/the-burden-of-financialisation-a-case-study-of-a-scottish-police-training-centre/
https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2019/08/16/the-burden-of-financialisation-a-case-study-of-a-scottish-police-training-centre/


Of course the bridge financing will be different.

But not that different.

And you can be sure that the City of London will have a bonanza at Scotland's expense.

Which is the best reason for not building this bridge.
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