Funding the Future

Voting Anything But Conservative is a vote for the Gree...
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Friends of the Earth have announced that Labour has the strongest green manifesto in
this election, but only after securing extra-manifesto commitments from them.

The assessment, published today, looked at the manifestos of the Labour, Conservative,
Liberal Democrats and Green parties. These were scored against Friends of the Earth’s
election asks — which covered ten areas including, climate targets, energy, transport,
food and nature. The manifestos were marked out of 45.

The final assessment saw Labour, Lib Dems and Greens all marked highly, but with the
Labour Party given a slightly higher score overall. The Conservative Party scored poorly:
its manifesto was judged to be missing significant commitments in numerous areas,
inadequate policies in others, and actively damaging policies in transport.

- Labour: 33

- Green: 31

- Liberal Democrat: 30
- Conservatives: 5.5

| admit that relying on a letter suggesting Labour would go further than the manifesto is
not, in my opinion, a good way of appraising green commitments. | prefer Greenpeace's

approach, which ignores such additional information. As they have noted of their
appraisal:

To help you decide where to place your vote, Greenpeace policy experts have analysed
the manifestos and other relevant commitments published by the main parties. Each
party has been graded on how well its promises match up to key things that need to be
done in four really important areas. Whatever happens with Brexit, these have to be a
priority to tackle the twin threats of the climate crisis and the breakdown of nature.

They end up with this league table:
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2019/12/08/voting-anything-but-conservative-is-a-vote-for-the-green-new-deal/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/general-election/election-manifestos-labour-tops-friends-earths-climate-and-nature-league-table
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/climate-debate-party-manifestos-climate-change-nature-2/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/climate-debate-party-manifestos-climate-change-nature-2/

This is their Green Party analysis:

Labour looked like this:

That looks to be objective to me. As does this for the SNP:

And this for the LibDems:

And in the interests of balance this was their assessment of the Tories' poor
showing:

| have to say that looks generous to me.

Who do | think overall has the best policies? | am astonished Friends of the
Earth think it is Labour. | am afraid nothing they say comes close to the
Greens overall on this issue, and Greenpeace call that correctly.

But there is a comfort: however you vote ABC (Anything But Conservative)
the commitment to green issues is high whilst voting Conservative would be
to ignore the issue. It is that blunt.
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