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I share the following by my Green New Deal colleague Colin Hines, first published on
Social Europe:

The huge increase in support for a Green New Deal in Europe and the United States has
led many groups, old and new, to clamour for such an initiative. Pamphlets have been
written, placards designed, marches planned, but there is often a lack of detailed
policies. This brings with it the danger of turning the Green New Deal into the social
equivalent of the physicists’ desired ‘theory of everything’.

That is why the UK Green New Deal Group has called on the government in London to
adopt a ‘30 by 30’ target, which involves bringing forward its 2050 goal of zero net
carbon emissions to 2030 and–crucial to achieving this–ensuring that the 28 million UK 
dwellings and 2 million commercial and public-sector buildings are made
energy-efficient by that date.

A huge advantage of such a climate-friendly infrastructure programme is the
prioritisation of labour-intensive sectors, difficult to automate, which contribute to social
and environmental sustainability. The jobs involved, many long-term and well-paid, will
mostly be where the services are supplied, with associated business and investment
opportunities in every community.

Local democracy could flourish, since enacting such a huge programme would require
consultation and involvement of the workers and recipients. Providing employment in
every constituency while tackling fuel poverty, it would be seen to benefit the majority
and not just appeal to those for whom the environment is already their top concern.

The details of what such a programme could look like on the ground have been
provided by the Energy Efficiency Infrastructure Group and E3G in their report, 
Affordable Warmth. Clean Growth. This calls not just for a comprehensive buildings
energy-infrastructure programme but also a dedicated delivery agency to achieve
major energy savings and decarbonise the UK heating supply. Achieving this goal will
require adoption of high quality standards for retrofitting and constructing homes,
area-based schemes led by local authorities, additional funding sources that won’t raise

Page 1/2

https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2019/10/08/transforming-our-buildings-is-key-to-the-green-new-deal/
https://www.socialeurope.eu/a-novel-european-green-new-deal-to-tackle-climate-change
https://www.socialeurope.eu/a-novel-european-green-new-deal-to-tackle-climate-change
https://www.socialeurope.eu/social-and-green-new-deal
https://braveneweurope.com/colin-hines-uk-could-galvanise-europe-with-a-northern-green-new-deal-powerhouse
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160109144125/http:/www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171766_373513.pdf
https://www.fgould.com/uk-europe/articles/uk-building-stock-carbon-reduction-commitments/
https://www.greennewdealgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/GNDJobsReport9-18.pdf
http://www.e3g.org/news/media-room/call-to-government-to-back-infrastructure-plan-to-de-carbonise-uk-buildings


energy bills and financial incentives to encourage households to take up energy-saving
measures.

A ‘300 by 30’ campaign

A similar EU wide approach could now be considered by all those calling for a
European Green New Deal. A ‘300 by 30’ campaign would prioritise making all
the continent’s roughly 300 million homes and other buildings
 energy-efficient and hence carbon-neutral by 2030. This would have a huge
impact on the continent’s CO2 emissions, since this sector represents almost
40 per cent of final energy consumption.

Such a demand Europe-wide could put flesh on the pledge by the incoming
European Commission president, Ursula von der Leyen, for a ‘green new deal’
within the first 100 days of her term, to cut the bloc’s emissions by 55 per
cent by 2030. Better still, the UK and the rest of the EU will have a global
platform to promote such a large-scale, transformational
energy-infrastructure programme, if as expected the UK and Italy jointly host
 the United Nations climate conference at the end of next year in Glasgow.

It should not however just be activists, NGOs, local governments and
doubtless the European Parliament calling for a Green New Deal at this event,
which will attract global attention. Solid commitments of support should also
come from the European Central Bank and the commission. Christine Lagarde
starts directing the ECB in November. She is on record as wanting the bank to
shift from climate-warming investments to green bonds and has welcomed von der
Leyen’s support for a Green New Deal.

Were the ECB to start the massive green-bonds purchasing drive which could fund
among other things a European ‘300 by 30’ initiative, that would go some way to
countering the jibe that ‘if the planet were a bank, it would have been saved by now’.
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