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We need a review into inequality, but it must be done b...
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I am a signatory to this letter in the Guardian this morning questioning whether the IFS
has asked the right people with the right balance of views and experience to review
inequality in the UK:

We welcome the idea of a major review of inequality (Britain ‘risks heading to US levels
of inequality’, 14 May). With Brexit looming and recent analyses linking income

inequality to voting for rightwing populists, mass shootings, mental ill health, status
consumerism and domestic violence, this is indeed a critical issue for our times.

However, there is widespread concern about the composition of this review’s “expert
panel”, which has a majority of white economists. Although the panel includes an
expert on health inequalities, none of the world’s leading experts on the health and
psychosocial effects of income inequality itself are included, nor is there expertise in
the spatial aspects of inequality. And there is a conspicuous absence of world-leading
economists for whom income inequality is their primary focus — no Piketty, no Stiglitz,
no Galbraith, no Frank, no Fitoussi, no Palma, no Chang, no Milanovic. Sir Angus
Deaton, leading the review, stated in the journal Science in 2014 that he “get[s] angry”
about the theory that inequality has psychological and social effects on health —
perhaps he has changed his mind now that his own research has uncovered rising
deaths from addiction and suicide in the US, but there are many researchers with much
greater depth in this area. Even more troubling, there is no ethnic minority
representation on the “expert panel”, no people with lived experience of inequality, no
representatives of charities, trade unions or other NGOs. The number of disciplines
represented is also small, although the impact of inequality goes far beyond economics.

We, and others, have been researching, educating and campaigning on inequality for
many years, we understand the issues and we know what needs to be done. We cannot
wait five years for a report from a worryingly elitist review. Getting policymakers and
politicians to tackle inequality will require grassroots support from those most affected
and is needed urgently.

Kate Pickett Professor of epidemiology and research champion for justice and
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2019/05/18/we-need-a-review-into-inequality-but-it-must-be-done-by-the-right-people/
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2019/may/16/why-we-are-troubled-by-elitist-inequality-review
x-gu://item/mobile.guardianapis.com/uk/items/inequality/2019/may/14/britain-risks-heading-to-us-levels-of-inequality-warns-top-economist
x-gu://item/mobile.guardianapis.com/uk/items/inequality/2019/may/14/britain-risks-heading-to-us-levels-of-inequality-warns-top-economist
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/344/6186/829
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