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The demise of the Conservative Party
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Matthew d’Ancona has an article worth reading in the Guardian. As a former Spectator
editor he is naturally a right winger. And as he puts it (amongst several exceptionally
well crafted paragraphs):

The whole point of Conservatism is not to submit to the siren call of teleology: the belief
that history has an implacable direction. In a crisis of this nature, the proper role of

Tories should be to cut through the infantile rhetoric, robotic platitudes and Vogon
insistence that “resistance is useless!”, and show true statesmanship. Instead, we see

— with some outstanding exceptions — a party cravenly fetishising the 2016
referendum as if no further expression of popular opinion on Brexit were possible;
behaving as if the only thing that matters is to get out of the EU by 29 March,
regardless of the overwhelming empirical evidence that there is no viable deal, and that
a no-deal exit would be a total catastrophe (necessitating, among many other
unpleasant measures, a framework for martial law).

His argument is straightforward. Whoever and whatever drives the Tories now it is not
the sentiment and philosophy that drove it for decades and even centuries. This is a
party at odds with itself, dying as to what it was from within. At cost to us all.
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