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Jeremy Leggett is one of the world's energy experts. He's also a solar energy
entrepreneur, a great activist, a member of the Green New Deal group and a blogger.
To quite a large degree | think Jeremy and | share a worldview. He's just written:

Suddenly believers in the possibility of a better civilization, one rooted in increasing
human co-operation and harmony, find ourselves in a world where demagogues can
now realistically plot the polar opposite: a new despotism rooted in rising isolationist
nationalism and human conflict. The more we dig into how the demagogues and their
supporters have organised their recent successes, in particular in using technology to
manipulate voter beliefs on an industrial scale, the more terrified many of us find
ourselves. Yet at the same time, tantalisingly, our visions of a better civilization, one
appropriate for common security and prosperity among nations in the 21st century,
seem more feasible today than they have ever been, at least in some of their
component parts. In this struggle between two vastly different world views, a kind of
global civil war seems to have broken out in the last 9 months or so.

I am changing this blog to reflect these changed times. For years now | have been
chronicling only two relevant themes: climate and energy. Starting with this blog, | will
be covering seven. After the evidence of Donald Trump’s opening month as US
President, | no longer think it is valid to consider climate and energy separately from
the bigger global picture.

I invite the reader to consider my seven chosen themes as dials, each of which will
need to be turned up near to full positive in the next decade. They are labelled climate,
energy, tech, truth, inequality, reform, and conflict. This list is not comprehensive in
capturing the struggle between appropriate civilization and new despotism. But |
contend that if most of these particular dials are turned down anywhere near full
negative, demagogues will have found their road to new despotism, and we can expect
a future based on unbreakable police states.

He then adds:
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2017/02/20/appropriate-civilisation-versus-new-despotism/

Let me summarise my sense of the global setting of each of the seven dials in turn, as
things stand.

This analysis is available here, and | recommend it,
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http://www.jeremyleggett.net/2017/02/appropriate-civilization-versus-new-despotism-state-of-play-on-20th-february-2017-one-month-into-the-trump-presidency/?utm_source=Jeremy+Leggett&amp;utm_campaign=8bed5eba6c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_02_20&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_term=0_dc1f7ae63a-8bed5eba6c-122744789

