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Passports for London?
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One of the more bizarre ideas post-Brexit has been reported by the FT:

Business leaders have outlined their vision of a London-only visa that would allow them
to maintain access to foreign labour.

Under the proposals from the London Chamber of Commerce and Industry, businesses
in the UK capital would be able to sponsor skilled workers with a job offer for a visa.

Although the idea faces practical and political hurdles, the LCCl hopes that the UK’s
reliance on London’s economic success, which is heavily dependent on immigrant
labour, will persuade the government to consider it.

| work at City, University of London. | know of London's diversity. | know that maybe one
in four workers in London are not British born. And | have no problem with that at all.

But the idea that London can somehow have an immigration system that is distinctly
different from that for the rest of the country is bizarre. It harks back to the separate
state that is the City of London. And it smacks of a claim for privilege and advantage
that is wholly unacceptable when it is already the richest part of the country.

It is undoubtedly true that the UK cannot survive without migrant workers and their
families. But it cannot tackle this issue alone and nor should it. If there is one part of
the UK that does not deserve special advantages it is London. It really is time it realised
that its job is to act in the interests of the whole of the country, not just that bit within
the M25.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2016/11/10/passports-for-london/
https://www.ft.com/content/e2cd9232-a683-11e6-8b69-02899e8bd9d1?segmentId=080b04f5-af92-ae6f-0513-095d44fb3577

