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| mentioned the amendment to the Finance Bill proposed by Caroline Flint MP that
would permit the introduction of country-by-country reporting regulations yesterday.

| am pleased to report that the amendment was passed by the Commons last night
without a vote. As the House of Commons Twitter account reported:

It's been a long journey since | wrote this in January 2003, which is where
country-by-country reporting began, and of course we have not got it as yet: this
amendment only says the Treasury may require country-by-country reporting. But it's a
step in the right direction.

Nonetheless, my thanks to Caroline Flint and all who signed the amendment.

And my thanks to John Christensen and Prem Sikka, without whom this would not have
happened, and to all the tax justice campaigners who have worked on this issue over
the years.

It's only been thirteen years so far, but we're another step on the way to getting the
transparency that will hold global companies to account locally for not just their tax
payments, but all that they do. It's not just tax justice that requires that but social
justice too.

Now the demands for the Treasury to act will grow. If they thought this was an easy
way out they are very mistaken.
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