Funding the Future

Welcome to 2016
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It's the first morning back at work. What has 2016 to offer? A bumpy ride, at best.

UK stock markets were down 5% last year, Expect the same again: commodity prices
are not going to recover.

US markets would, as the FT points out this morning, have been in slump territory last
year but for a few tech stocks.

Retailers_had a poor Christmas,

China and the emerging markets remain in the doldrums,

UK wages will have their worst decade for almost a century,

UK investment is falling because of European uncertainties,

The government will tear itself apart over the EU referendum.
There will, of course, be a lot of cuts in government spending.
OBR forecasts on the deficit will be massively wide of the mark.
And, OK, fuel prices have dropped.

If you can make a pretty picture out of that, well done. | can't.
All that | can hope is that this crisis does not go to waste.

Surely, this time it will have to be different?
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2016/01/04/welcome-to-2016/
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jan/03/the-guardian-view-on-uk-stock-markets-a-long-squeeze
https://next.ft.com/content/b3cb9a98-acb4-11e5-b955-1a1d298b6250?ftcamp=crm/email/201614/nbe/Analysis/product
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/jan/03/retail-chains-enter-season-of-christmas-turkeys
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/jan/04/end-of-chinas-commodity-boom-spells-pain-for-producers-with-no-end-in-sight
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/jan/03/uk-set-worst-wage-growth-since-1920s-labour
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/jan/04/british-business-spending-eurozone-fears-lagarde

