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This week saw a major motion on measures to be taken to tackle tax abuse passed by
the EU Parliament. I do, of course, welcome that.

I welcomed the size of the vote: 500 for, 122 against and 81 abstaining.

What surprised me was the single biggest opposing group by a long way were the ECR
group, which is dominated by the UK's Conservative MEPs, none of whom seem to have
voted for the motion (page 35, here).

Why is it that right across Europe political parties could find common ground on this
issue and the problems it causes but the UK's Conservatives could not do so?

What is it about our Conservatives that makes them oppose transparency, coordination
and convergence in corporate tax policies?

Surely they're not on the side of the avoiders, are they?
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2015/12/19/if-the-conservatives-are-so-keen-on-tackling-tax-abuse-why-did-they-vote-against-doing-so-in-the-eu-parliament/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&amp;reference=P8-TA-2015-0457&amp;language=EN&amp;ring=A8-2015-0349
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bPV%2b20151216%2bRES-RCV%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN&amp;language=EN

