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Scotland, East Anglia, one party rule and the right to ...
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| saw some friends last night. The situation in which it arose is far from political: | do not
spend my whole life isolated from real life and real people.

Give that this is East Anglia | was ribbed about the election result. There was a sense of
gloating on some parts, but by and large the subject is avoided: it is known | can hold
my own.

But then the SNP came up. This was obviously considered non-political. There was
revulsion at the fact that it had so many seats. There was claim that this was not
democratic. There was active dislike of Nicola Sturgeon - echoing Mail lines. And there
was sentiment that they had no right to state their position in parliament matched by a
clear claim that Scotland was 'ours'.

| offered the opinion that | thought Nicola Sturgeon the star of the election, and the
politician with the best message, because she believed it (actually, add in the Greens
and Plaid to that, but it did not come up).

| made clear that a 'one party' Scotland worried me but | could not see that surviving in
Holyrood after devolution of powers or independence.

The one party theme was however picked up very strongly on the basis that this was
the Scots trying to dictate terms to the English, and how dare they do that?

So then | pointed out the East Anglian election result (Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex):

| made clear, how did the Tories dare to dictate terms in a similar way?

This did not go down well. This was entirely different, it was said. Those were English
MPs elected by English people.

And so | came to the reluctant conclusion that what | was witnessing was racism. These
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people would have been horrified at the suggestion. | decided not to make it, although |
regret that now. But what else can it be when what was said was "We are English: how
dare the Scots try to dictate to us?".

Maybe because | have never felt English (I have Irish and British passports) and maybe
because | do genuinely think Scotland is entirely entitled to its view, and maybe
because | greatly admire the energy in Scottish politics, and maybe because | do think
Nicola Sturgeon an honest and capable politician, and maybe because | believe that the
Union we have is based on equality, and maybe because | cannot discriminate on such
bases as those | was with were doing | was saddened by last night.

Almost as much as the night before.
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