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As the Guardian reports, Amazon is going to pay UK tax:

 Amazon has become the first technology company to abandon controversial corporate
structures that divert sales and profits away from UK in the face of a clampdown
imposed by George Osborne.

George Osborne is going to claim this is because of his Diverted Profits Tax.

I argue it is because of EU investigations and the OECD's BEPS programme.

And the truth is we will never know for sure.

But what we can say is that this would not have happened without:

* The tax justice movement
* UK Uncut
* Union backed campaigns 
* Margaret Hodge
* Investigative journalism 

 Those are certain. We should celebrate this as a victory whilst still noting that:  
* We still need a proper general anti-avoidance principle to beat this type of abuse for
good, because that would be much better than the diverted profits tax
* Full country-by-country reporting on public record
* The completion and implementation of the BEPS project
* Total reform of corporation tax internationally, including a unitary tax base 

 But for now let's just note that Amazon said it could not sell to UK customers from a UK
company. That, it said, was logistically impossible. Oddly that does not now seem to be
the case. I think everything Margaret Hodge said about the behaviour of these
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2015/05/23/amazons-going-to-pay-uk-tax/
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/may/23/amazon-to-begin-paying-corporation-tax-on-uk-retail-sales


companies has been justified.    And those who defended them should be hanging their
heads in shame.  
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