Funding the Future

All political parties must commit to open government

Published: January 13, 2026, 1:37 am

The following letter is being sent to leaders of all the UK's political parties and many
other politicians. It was organised by the Open Government Partnership. | am one of the
many signatories.

The UK Open Government Network js a group of organisations and individuals
committed to making government work better for people. We call on all political parties
to put the principles of open government at the heart of their plans for government.

Open government is the simple but powerful idea that governments and institutions
work better for citizens when they are transparent, engaging and accountable. Open
government is critical to the well-being, prosperity and empowerment of citizens in the
UK and around the world. It helps to ensure that those who take decisions that affect
people’s lives are properly accountable and responsive to the public — supporting the
effective, equitable and sustainable use of resources, delivery of public services and
exercise of authority.

With many institutions having lost public trust, and citizens feeling disempowered and
disengaged from the political system, it is vital that the principles of open government
are adopted and promoted by all political parties and put into action by the all parties in
government.

The Open Government Partnership provides a platform for reformers inside and outside
governments around the world to develop reforms that “promote transparency,
empower citizens, fight corruption and harness new technologies to strengthen
governance”. Since its foundation in September 2011, over 2,000 commitments have
been made by 65 participating countries, covering a third of the world’s population.
Through an open and collaborative policy process, our network supported engagement
and outreach on setting the commitments in the UK’s latest open government National
Action Plan, and have supported the UK’s leading role in the OGP.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2015/01/23/all-political-parties-must-commit-to-open-government/
http://www.opengovernment.org.uk/all-political-parties-must-commit-to-open-government-joint-letter/
http://www.opengovernment.org.uk/
http://www.opengovpartnership.org/

We are committed to collaborating with and challenging governments in the UK to
develop and implement ambitious open government reforms through the UK’s
membership of the Open Government Partnership. We call on all political parties to:

1. State their commitment to the open government principles of transparency,
participation and accountability in your party manifesto, and outline the open
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collaborative process for developing the UK’s third Open Government Partnership
National Action Plan.

Open government requires a wide range of reforms and the collaboration of
government, civil society and business to make a reality. We invite all political parties
to work with us towards building more transparent, engaging and accountable
governments in the UK.

Yours sincerely,
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