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I was teased, with good humour, about my predilection for blogging yesterday and as a
result I realised that this blog is now celebrating its eighth anniversary, its first post
being in June 2006.

Since then I have published 10,938 blogs. That's an average, near enough, of 3.75 per
day every day over that eight year period, assuming I blog 365 days a year, which is
not quite true (although at least one has been written on Christmas day).

All told we estimated that's about 3.2 million words over that period, or plenty enough
for forty books.

That does not include comments. There have been 63,300 of these - although I suspect
I am by far the most prolific author of them too. And, for the record, I suspect I have
deleted fewer than 3% of all comments offered for publication over that period.

As for readership - its almost exactly 6.5 million reads from 4 million individual visits,
with every year seeing significant increase over the prior one (a trend that may not be
repeated this year though: tax is not as high on the agenda as it has been and I spent
some time below par with reduced output in April and that is likely to happen again
before the year is out).

Thanks for reading.

But most of all, thanks for helping effect change. That's why I write this blog. The
motive is not to just share thoughts, or (whatever they might think) to irritate a regular
stream of commentators (even though it undoubtedly does that). The intention is to
effect change, and that has happened. I'm not going to discuss details because in itself
that is almost irrelevant in this context. What I set out to do was catalogue, almost
relentlessly, the need for tax reform. That need still exists, but some has happened and
more is on its way. I make no claim to distinction in saying that, but it's been good to
play a part.

And I have every intention of carrying on doing that for as long as I am able. This is not
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an epitaph.
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