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The FT, amongst many, reports that:

Non-EU citizens who come to the UK to work or study will have to pay a healthcare levy
of at least £200 on top of visa costs before they are allowed to enter the country, under
plans to be set out today.

I have to admit that my first reaction to this was to think that this was an advert for
health tourism. If you have paid £200 and then have access to the NHS I think many will
think that excellent value for money and will decide to take full advantage of it. Indeed,
the payment may well encourage them to do so as much as possible.

Sometimes initiatives have perverse consequences. This one will, I predict achieve the
exact opposite of what it intends and will both encourage 'health tourism' and demand
for GP services from temporary residents.
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