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There's more from Austria's finance minister, Maria Fekter, on what she wants from the
EU in exchange for Austria agreeing to tax information exchange in the Guardian.

Now, let me start by saying I think that countries trading the right to hide crime is
always an unedifying spectacle, and that's what is going on here, but it has to be
conceded that whilst she does not make a fair point when saying that the European
Union cannot force Austria to reform its controversial banking secrecy laws without also
forcing the UK to crack down on tax havens in its jurisdiction, she could say it could and
should do both.

She's said:

"We want a trust registry for the Channel Islands, but also for countries where British
law applies such as the Cayman Islands, Virgin Islands or Gibraltar," she said in an
interview with Austria's Kurier newspaper. "These are all areas that are havens for tax
refugees."

And I wholeheartedly agree.

As the Guardian also notes:

In another interview with Austria's Die Presse she said the UK should be forced to ban
anonymous directorships of companies and trusts. "What we demand of Cyprus, a small
island, we also demand of the UK," she said referring to the EU's ban of anonymous
directorships in Cyprus as a condition of the island's bailout.

And again, she's right.

It almost looks as if she's been reading my material and that of the Tax Justice Network.

She should remember we also call for full, automatic, multilateral information
exchange.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2013/04/12/20070/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/apr/11/austria-finance-minister-uk-tax
http://diepresse.com/home/wirtschaft/economist/1387429/Steueroasen_Fekter-attackiert-London?from=suche.intern.portal
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/cyprus

