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Before taxes and benefits, the richest fifth of households had an average income of
£81,500 in 2010/11, 16 times greater than the poorest fifth, who had an average
income of £5,100.

Overall, taxes and benefits lead to income being shared more equally between
households. After all taxes and benefits are taken into account, the ratio between the
average incomes of the top and the bottom fifth households (£61,400 and £15,200
respectively) is reduced to four-to-one.
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And you wonder why I arge for progressive taxation?
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