Funding the Future

Now it's schools facing massive cuts - none of which ar...
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The Guardian reports tonight:

Schools are preparing to make up to a fifth of their staff redundant in anticipation of
huge budget cuts, it has emerged.

The number of senior teachers seeking advice on how to dismiss colleagues — and
keep their own jobs — has hit a peak last seen in the late 1990s, a headteachers'
association has warned.

The Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL), which represents 15,000 heads
and deputies, said some of its members planned to make 15 or 20 redundancies out of
a workforce of about 100.

| am sure that's not the norm by the way - but then I also well remember being a
governor in Wandsworth in the late 1980s or early 1990s facing such a situation - and
being heavily maligned by the local council for refusing to budget on that basis. Then it
transpired that they admitted they'd made a mistake and 20% cuts were not needed.

But | have no idea what | as chair of finance and chair of governors would have done to
implement such cuts.

And | have no idea how heads could do so now.

And let's be clear: none of this is necessary. We do not need to cut. This is the
deliberate destruction of the social fabric of this country - so that the next step after the
privatisation of the NHS can be the privatisation of education.

| sincerely hope every parent, every pupil, every teacher, every head and all support
staff stage the ost massive protests wherever cuts occur. If they don't then they
participate in the destruction.
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