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Christie Malry's own double-entry

Goodbye
Posted by Christie Malry on September 3, 2015 at 3:15 pm

Since 2010, I have been writing this blog pseudonymously. I am grateful to B.S. Johnson for creating Christie,
the accountant who sought to use double-entry bookkeeping to put the world to rights, and I have enjoyed my
lease of his name.  However having been unveiled, it is no longer possible for me to continue to write this blog,
which closes today.

Anonymity has no inherent morality. It can be used by Internet trolls to abuse the vulnerable or famous. It can
also serve a more valuable purpose. It allows those without power to speak truth to those with power. It prevents
powerful people getting away with lies. Anonymity permits the powerful to be called to account.

As described by Jacob Soll in his book The Reckoning, powerful people don't like to be held to account. To avoid
criticism, they will use their power to demean and destroy. I brought Christie back to life as the writer of this
blog because I feared this would happen to me. Rather than responding openly to the arguments, observations
and criticisms, some of the people mentioned in this blog have been in touch with my employer in an attempt to
put pressure on them to put pressure on me.

My aim was always to present arguments that are true (factual) and fair (balanced and in context). Most of the
time, I think I managed that. Occasionally, I fell short of that standard, and I'm sorry for that. My blog has been
open to all to comment where I've got things wrong or I'm being unfair, and some people have picked me up on
that. Thank you to them.

For the avoidance of doubt, this blog was set up and has always been run without the knowledge of my employer
or of the professional body of which I am a member. My views are and have always been mine, not theirs.
However, to protect them against any possible unfounded and unfair allegation that they explicitly or implicitly
endorse my personal views, this blog must close. As a matter of record and because I still stand behind my posts,
I will leave old posts intact but I won’t be adding to them.

I remain a passionate believer in free speech. If I could indulge in a final thought, it is to reflect that those I
disagree with chose to pressurise me to be silent rather than defend their arguments from criticism.

'Christie,' I warned him, 'it does not seem to me possible to take this novel much further. I'm sorry.'

'Don't be sorry,' said Christie, in a kindly manner, 'don't be sorry. We don't equate length with importance, do
we? And who wants long novels anyway? Why spend all your spare time for a month reading a thousand-page
novel when you can have a comparable aesthetic experience in the theatre or cinema in only one evening? The
writing of a long novel is in itself an anachronistic act: it was relevant only to a society and a set of social
conditions which no longer exist.'
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'I'm glad you understand so readily,' I said, relieved.

'The novel should now try simply to be Funny, Brutalist, and Short,' Christie epigrammatised.

'I could hardly have expressed it better myself,' I said, pleased, 'I've put down all I have to say, or rather I will
have done in another twenty-two pages, so surely....'

So I do go on a little longer?' interrupted Christie.

'Yes, Christie, you go on to the end,' I assured him.
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@jwgn @fcablog seconded
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2. @kentindell
View 18 hours

@fcablog You're not going to leave Twitter I hope? I rely on you to debunk stuff. And for lols about
Ritchie of course.

Reply

@Shot_foxreplied:
View 17 hours

@kentindell @fcablog Me too. Go self-employed and stuff what ICAEW think.

Reply

3. @anthonyjevans
View 18 hours

@fcablog oh no!

Reply

4. @blue_burmese
View 18 hours

@fcablog "unveiled"? Presumably not voluntarily?

Reply

5. @tobybryans
View 17 hours

@fcablog oh no! A great loss 

Reply

6. @TradingTyler
View 17 hours

@fcablog what a prick. his blog post is pure gloating. Playing the man and not the ball.

Reply

7. john miller
View 16 hours

Comically, he is consistent in being wrong at everything.

Although he cites this blog as being devoted to hounding him, even a cursory glance shows this to be
untrue.

His gloating tone in his recent tweets show him at his repugnant best.

Still, we can look forward to his evisceration, if JC wins, by the wider world.
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Reply

Andrewreplied:
View 16 hours

Sorry to hear this blog is closing.

Murphy is an arrogant egotistical buffoon. Hopefully his thin skin will be well and truly shredded if
Corbyn becomes Labour leader and Murphy is dragged out from the safety of his own blog.
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8. @Stephen_Herring
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.@fcablog But hopefully not from Twitter .........................................?
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@sarahwpriorreplied:
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@Stephen_Herring @fcablog Hear Hear!
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9. @rorymeakin
View 16 hours

What a shame. One of the best blogs there is, and one I've often used to aid my understanding, @fcablog,
is closing today. Gutted.
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10. @Dan_Arlington
View 15 hours

@fcablog It is a shame your blog is now gone, but I hope your twitter presence will remain. Failing that - a
new account is always easy 
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11. @Frances_Coppola
View 15 hours

@fcablog so sorry. I will miss your caustic analyses. 
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12. @JudithFreedman
View 14 hours

@fcablog so sorry - how pathetic of those who did this. I hope you will give us benefit of your wisdom in
other ways.
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View 12 hours

@JudithFreedman @fcablog it was Murphy. http://t.co/DDgSCzuYbY
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13. Theremustbeanotherway
View 14 hours

At last one thing that I can agree with you on - anonymity!

However it's bye bye and good riddance!

it's time for the windows (the Overton one in particular) to be opened wide in order to blow away the stale
air of neoliberalism and your "brand" of amoral libertarianism!

May you enjoy the "clucking" of your followers in your own private virtual coop.

Publish if you dare!

RIP
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@fcablog "You are Lobby Ludd and I claim my £5?"

Reply

15. miles
View 12 hours

Very sorry to hear this. A great shame indeed.
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16. @westcountrytim
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@fcablog I'll miss your blog. Pissed at the person who seems to have created this situation.

Reply

17. @mforstater
View 11 hours

Sorry to hear this @fcablog. Your posts have been hugely educational. Thank-you.
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18. @andybower
View 11 hours

@fcablog Oh no! Such a loss. And to quote you back: "don't do something I might regret."
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andybowerreplied:
View 10 hours

.@fcablog Standing out from rest of us in the crowd by actually knowing what you're talking about.
And not afraid of stating unpopular cases
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19. Graeme
View 10 hours

Fuck off Richard Murphy....I hope you die tomorrow
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20. Matt W
View 2 hours

Massievly appreciate your contributions.

Thanks
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